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deep march formation opposite the south front of the
Antwerp forts, without being molested or noticed by
the garrison; IV., III., and IX. Corps west and south of
Brussels, facing south-west towards Enghien, the IX.
Corps being in touch with the VII. Corps of the Second
Army; IV. Reserve Corps about Tirlemont as general
reserve of the Army, so placed that it could reach any
part of the Army front to north, west, or south in one
or two marches. The maps in the Appendix to this book
will make these dispositions easier to follow, and give
the situation as it appeared at the time.

Of the initial movements of the Army up to the end
of the first great stride from Aix-la-Chapelle to Brussels
the Memorandum says as follows:

" By the occupation of Brussels the first objective of
the Army has been obtained. The unexpected swift-
ness and smoothness of the advance, while it subjected
both combatant and non-combatant troops to the
utmost conceivable strain, completely surprised the"
Belgian Army and frustrated all its hopes of support
from the forces of England and France. The combined
operations by Belgian, British, and perhaps French
troops, which had been so carefully planned beforehand,
have failed, and the rapid occupation of Belgium has
thereby been made possible. In spite, however, of
isolated cases of obstinate resistance, the Belgians have
always managed to escape our grasp, so that their Army
has not been decisively beaten nor forced away from
Antwerp. -It" has, nevertheless, been so severely handled
that a comparatively small force will be able to contain
it in Antwerp and prevent it from taking part in the
decisive fighting. The advance of the Army was very
greatly complicated, though not actually delayed, by
the resistance of the population, encouraged by the